
Agenda

• Syllabus
• What is database (DB)? 
• Why it’s needed ? 
• What is going to happened, if we have lack of 

Database systems ?  
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Instructor & GTA

• Instructor : 
– Ali Sharifara
– Email : ali.sharifara@uta.edu
– Office Location : ERB 321
– Office hours: Mo & We 4:00p.m. – 5:30p.m. or by 

appointment

• GTA :
– Name: Neha Nilcant Shet
– Email: nehanilcant.shet@mavs.uta.edu
– Office location : ERB 501
– Office hours : Mo & We 11:00 am - 12:30 pm. or by 

Appointment
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Blackboard

• All the course materials will be posted on 
Blackboard and my website.
– Announcements, lecture notes, assignments, and 

other materials
• Submissions and grades will also be 

managed using Blackboard. Also, a forum will 
be set up for discussion.

• Assignment Zero: Read the tutorial on how to 
use Blackboard if you have not used it before, 
and check if you can login and access this 
course.
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Email Communication

“UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its 
official means to communicate with students … 
All students are assigned a MavMail account 
and are responsible for checking the inbox 
regularly…”
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Textbook

5

Fundamentals of Database 
Systems, Sixth Edition, by 
Elmasri/Navathe, published 
by Addison-Wesley, 2012.



Reference

– Abraham Silberschatz, Henry Korth, and S. 
Sudarshan, Database System Concepts, McGraw-
Hill Publishers, 2010. ISBN 0073523321.

– Hector Garcia-Molina, Jeffrey D. Ullman and 
Jennifer Widom, Database Systems: The 
Complete Book (2nd Edition), Prentice Hall. 2008. 
ISBN 0131873253.

– Raghu Ramakrishnan and Johannes Gehrke, 
Database Management Systems (3rd Edition), 
McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2002. ISBN 0072465638.
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Homework

• Exam problems are similar to homework 
problems

• Must be solved individually

– Fine to discuss the assignments with others
– NEVER share the solutions.

• Account for 15% of your final grade
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Grading

• The final grade will be calculated using the following 
percentages:
– Presentation : 05%
– Homework : 15%
– Project: 15%
– Midterm Exam: 25%
– Final Exam: 40%

• If you have any questions about your grades, you 
MUST notify the TA or the instructor within one week 
after the grades become available.
– The grades become final after one week!
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Attendance

• Strongly recommended, and highly correlated 
with performance

• The instructor reserves the right to change 
this policy
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Late Assignments

• Late assignments are acceptable before 
solutions are posted or explained in class, 
with 10% deduction for every 24 hours. Less 
than 24 will be rounded to 24. 

• If you have an emergency that prevents you 
from completing the work, contact the TA or 
the instructor prior to the due date.
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NO Shortcut!

• Merit-based, NOT need-based
• You get what you pay for (in terms of effort)!

– Work hard from the very first day & on every 
assignment, presentation, and deliverable

– No make-up assignment/exam will be given 
(unless emergence, with evidence of support)

• High correlation between attendance and 
grades

• Change the final grade after it is posted?
– Historical records show no success!!
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Academic Integrity

• You must EARN your credits honestly and 
professionally.
– Merit-based, not need-based

• The reasons?
 This is the only way for you to learn.
 You don’t want to lose your reputation to your 

fellow students.
 You don’t want to be a subject of disciplinary 

actions.
 …
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Emergency Exit

• The nearest exit is located to the south side 
of this classroom

• The detailed evacuation map can be found at 
https://www.uta.edu/campus-
ops/ehs/fire/Evac_Maps_All/Evac_NH/Evac_
NH_202.pdf.
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Question ? 
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Education is what remains after one has 
forgotten everything he learned in school.

- Albert Einstein


